
BIODEGRADATION OF ALKYL SULFATES
Applicable to these current Stepan products:  
POLYSTEP® B-3
STEPANOL® AM-CIT/MIT
STEPANOL® AMV
STEPANOL® DCFAS-N
STEPANOL® ME-DRY
STEPANOL® WA-EXTRA
STEPANOL® WA-EXTRA PCK
STEPANOL® WA-EXTRA HA

POLYSTEP® B-5
STEPANOL® AM-K
STEPANOL® AMV PCK
STEPANOL® DCFAS-P
STEPANOL® SLS PASTE™
STEPANOL® WA-EXTRA HP
STEPANOL® DX-AS 165 N

STEPANOL® AM
STEPANOL® AM 30-KE
STEPANOL® DCFAS-F
STEPANOL® LCP
STEPANOL® WA-100 NF/USP
STEPANOL® WA-EXTRA K
STEPANOL® DX-AS 165 P

Applicable to these inactive Stepan products:  
STEPANOL® WA-SPECIAL
STEPANOL® WAC-LCP

STEPANOL® WAC STEPANOL® WAQ

Biodegradation Information:
The biodegradation characteristics of linear alkyl sulfates (AS) have 
been extensively studied. The linear form of AS, found in the Stepan 
products identified above, will typically undergo rapid primary and 
ultimate biodegradation under both aerobic and anaerobic conditions. 
Primary biodegradation of AS generally exceeds 90% within 2 days. 
Ultimate or complete mineralization (>90% in 28 days, meeting 10 day 
window) has been observed under several OECD test methods 
(301B-E). The pH of the test media was around 7.5. Based on the results 
of these tests Alkyl Sulfates are considered readily biodegradable. 

The products listed above comply with the EU Detergent Regulation 
(EC) No. 648/2004.
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